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Introduction

The environmental assessment process in Canada is prescribed by the Canadian 

Environmental Assessment Act (2012) and its Regulations:

 Regulations Designating Physical Activities;

 Prescribed Information for the Description of a Designated Project ;

The environmental assessment process operates within a well-defined 
framework that includes specific timelines and opportunities for 

participation. 
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Introduction

The place of First Nations 

In the absence of a treaty, First Nations are integrated into the environmental assessment 

process and consulted in the same way as all other participants.

Consultation of the public and Aboriginal communities is integrated throughout the entire 

environmental assessment process.   

During the comment periods, the affected Aboriginal communities are invited to present their 

comments and concerns within the determined time period. 



4

Upstream of the process 

A proponent wants to develop a project ...

 The proponent must determine whether the project is a designated project;

Does the project meets the criteria set out in Regulations Designating Physical 

Activities?

 The proponent must prepare the “Description of a Designated Project” document

Its content must conform to the Prescribed Information for the Description of a 

Designated Project Regulations.
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Steps of the process

The environmental assessment process (EA) can be divided into 4 stages:

1- Project description

2- Screening

3-Environmental assessment

4- Decision making
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Environmental assessment process

Project description

The proponent submits the “Description of a Designated Project” 
document to the Canadian Environmental Assessment Agency (hereafter 
the CEAA).  

The CEAA evaluates the content (it may request additional information) 
and when deemed complete, accepts the project description.

The project description must contain the following:
• Information about the proponent;
• Description of the project’s context and objectives;
• Description of project location;
• Description of the physical and biological environment;
• Changes to the environment that may occur as a result of carrying out the project;
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Screening 

The CEAA publishes a notice indicating that the project is subject to screening 

→ Comment period  
→ The public and Aboriginal groups have 20 days to comment on the content of 

the project description. 

The screening is used to determine whether an environmental assessment of 
the project is required.  

The CEAA has 45 days to complete the screening. 

Environmental assessment process

The CEAA publishes a notice of decision on the need for an environmental 
assessment. 
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Environmental assessment 

The CEAA publishes a notice of commencement. This marks the official 
beginning of the environmental assessment process

→ Start the 365-day counter. 

The CEAA prepares a draft of guidelines for the environmental impact study.  
→ Comment period  

The public and Aboriginal communities are invited to comment on the draft 
guidelines. 

The guidelines for the environmental impact study include all information that the 
proponent must include in the environmental impact study. 

Guidelines for the environmental impact study

Environmental assessment process
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Environmental Assessment

The CEAA drafts the final version of the guidelines for the environmental impact 
study, incorporating comments received. 

The proponent receives the final version of the document, and can then 
begin the environmental impact study of the project 

$$ Moment to apply for financial assistance under the Participant Funding 
Program. 

 Referral to a review panel 

Guidelines for the environmental impact study  

The environmental assessment of a project can be referred to a review panel, when it is 
complex or controversial.  

Environmental assessment process
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Environmental Assessment

The proponent prepares its environmental impact study in accordance 
with the guidelines. When completed, the proponent submits its 
environmental impact study to the CEAA. 

The CEAA evaluates the content of the Environmental Impact Statement (EIS). 

→ Comment period  
The public, Aboriginal groups and federal departments are invited to comment on 
the content of the EIS.

Excluded 
from the  
365 days 

Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)

Environmental assessment process
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Environmental Assessment

The CEAA may ask the proponent to provide additional          
information. 

The CEAA reviews any additional information provided by the proponent to 
verify its sufficiency and accuracy.  

→ Comment period  
The public, Aboriginal groups and federal departments are invited to comment on 
the proponent's responses. 

If any information gaps remain or clarifications are needed, the 
proponent must provide the additional information. 

The EIS is deemed 
complete.

Étude d’impact environnementale 

Excluded 
from the  
365 days

Environmental assessment process

Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)
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Environmental assessment

The CEAA prepares the draft version of the environmental assessment report. 

→ Comment period 
The public, Aboriginal groups and federal departments are invited to 
comment on the draft 

The CEAA finalizes the draft environmental assessment report incorporating 
comments. 

Environmental Assessment Report  

Environmental assessment process
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Decision making 

The Minister of the Environment determines whether or not to authorize any 
project subject to the environmental assessment process. 

Determination of whether significant adverse environmental effects are 
justified.

Decision of the minister and the minister's statement on the environmental 
assessment (conditions relating to mitigation measures and follow-up program). 

Regulatory decisions, issuance of permits or licenses.

The proponent can begin work on the project 

Environmental assessment process
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Summary

A proponent wants to develop a project …

Project 
description

Screening Environmental 
assessment

Decision 
making

Comment 
period

Necessity of 
producing an 

EA report

Guidelines

EIS

Comment 
period

Comment 
period

EA report

Comment 
period

The Minister of 
the Envionment 

makes the 
decision

The project is a designated project, in conformance with the Regulations Designating
Physical Activities.



Thank you!
Questions?


