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MCFN Territory

• 4 million square acres (GTA & Golden Horseshoe)

• one of the most heavily populated and industrialized 
regions in Canada

• 8 treaties signed with the Crown in the 18th and 19th 
centuries

• Active claims:
– Rouge Tract Claim (2015)

– Water Claim (2016)

– Treaties 22 & 23 (2018)



MCFN Traditional
Treaty Territory



MCFN Statement of Rights

• “We maintain that our Aboriginal and treaty rights fundamentally entitle us to 
continue to act as stewards of our territory, to be involved in decisions that 
affect it, and to participate in the ongoing, responsible management of the 
resources it provides.”

• “Our territory is the source of our identity as a First Nation and the basis for 
our many cultural activities and spiritual ceremonies.  It is home to sacred 
sites, burial grounds, traditional teachings and meeting places, sites of 
profound archaeological and historical significance.  We maintain that our 
Aboriginal and treaty rights fundamentally entitle us to 
preserve our culture and heritage.”



MCFN Rights

• The fundamental right to self-determination.
• The right to continue to be a distinct people living within our 

Territory.
• The right to be stewards of our Territory.
• The right to be meaningfully involved in decisions that will affect our 

Territory so that we can protect Mother Earth and our way of life for 
many generations to come.

• The right to preserve our heritage and maintain our culture, 
language, and way of life.

• The right to harvest for sustenance, cultural, and livelihood 
purposes.

• The right to be sustained by our lands, waters, and resources.
• The right to the continued use of our Territory in its entirety.



Formation of DOCA

• In December 2014, Chief and Council decided to 
establish a Department of Consultation and 
Accommodation to proactively address the Crown’s 
‘Duty to Consult and Accommodate.’

• In January 2015, DOCA became operational with 4 
office staff and 10 field staff. (Monitors or FLRs)



What to Expect from DOCA

• Professionalism

• Guidance through DOCA’s consultation process.

• Commitment to relationship building.

• Comments and feedback on project-related technical 
reports.

• Ongoing discussion around in-field activities.

• Timely identification and resolution of concerns.



Consultation Process

1. Contact DOCA

2. DOCA to assess the project

3. Consultation Capacity Agreement

4. Ongoing Engagement and Consultation

5. Accommodation and Agreements

6. Long-Term Relationship



Guiding Principles for
Meaningful Consultation

• Recognition of MCFN’s Treaty Territory

• Mutual Respect, Cooperation, and Collaboration

• Commitment to Consultation Process

• Commitment to Fair and Reasonable Accommodation

• Early and Ongoing Engagement

• Respect for MCFN’s Traditional Knowledge Systems

• Recognition of MCFN’s Stewardship Role

– Cultural Heritage

– Environment



MCFN Stewardship

• DOCA ensures that developments within our Territory are 
environmentally sound, responsive to our people’s needs 
and objectives, and consistent with our continued and 
evolving relationships to the land.

• Projects will only be acceptable if the MCFN has 
confidence that they can be carried out in such a way that:

– does not subject our Territory or people to undue risks or 
harms; and

– contributes to the long term sustainability of our Territory by 
improving the environmental, social, cultural, and economic 
well-being of our people and the region.



MCFN Standards and 
Guidelines for Archaeology

• MCFN’s Standards and Guidelines for Archaeology aim 
to provide guidance to consultant archaeologists, 
proponents, municipal or provincial governments, or 
others who are conducting archaeological assessment 
activities within MCFN’s Traditional Treaty Territory.

• It sets out, in MCFN’s own words, what engagement 
should entail for archaeological activities, including an 
ongoing and timely flow of information and 
involvement of MCFN (through DOCA and its FLRs).



MCFN Standards and 
Guidelines for Archaeology

• MCFN’s S&Gs (April 2018) better enable MCFN to exercise its 
governance and fulfill its stewardship responsibilities over its 
archaeological and cultural heritage resources and values, as 
defined by MCFN and according to MCFN’s own processes and 
determinations.

• It is important to note that MCFN holds that all archaeological 
resources present within the traditional and Treaty area are of 
interest to the community as part of their cultural patrimony.  
Resources, regardless of size, frequency, or condition, should not 
be interpreted in such a way as to remove the requirement for 
engagement.



S&Gs Major Themes

• Exercising stewardship within the Treaty territory.

• Respect and due consideration for archaeology as a finite 
resource.

• Early, ongoing, and active engagement.

• Expanding the technical requirements of the MTCS S&Gs.

• Increased consideration for the broader, contextual landscape.

• Heightened involvement in recommendation formation.

• Mandatory field participation during Stages 2, 3 and 4.

• Consequences for failure to comply.



Field Liaison Representatives

• “FLRs” are
– MCFN band members

– trained in environmental and archaeological assessments

– trained in traditional medicines, lifeways, burials, etc.

• cost of FLR participation is covered by the proponent

• increasing demand for participation:
– 2015: 10 FLRs

– 2016: 25 FLRs

– 2017: 38 FLRs

– 2018: 45 FLRs



In-Field Participation

• Field Liaison Representatives are deployed to observe 
fieldwork, provide cultural advice, and assist with 
compliance in archaeological assessments.

• FLRs provide a direct link to DOCA and MCFN.



DOCA Staffing Needs

• Director, Mark LaForme

• Office Manager, Niclole LaForme-Hess

• Consultation Manager, Fawn Sault

• Archaeological Coordinator, Megan DeVries

• Administrative Support, Marie Sault

• Traditional Knowledge and Land Use Coordinator, Darin Wybenga

• Environmental and Regulatory Advisor, Caron Smith

• Environmental and Archaeological Assistant, Joelle Williams

• Field Archaeologist, Peter Epler

• Minute Taker, Hilary Harrison



Thank You!


